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* N KuK KEEN 


An Extra“ from pious Jonx Buxrax's Dedi- 
cation of kis Heavenly Footman: 


An Epiſtle to all ſlothful People.“ 


FRIEND 8s! 


OLOMON /ays that the defire of the ſlothful killeth 
him. No greater ſhame can befal a man, than to ſee that 
he has fooled away his ſoul, and finned away eternal life. 
The way to do it is, to be /{othful in the work ſalvation. 

He who ſhall loſe his own ſoul through flathfulneſs, will have 
no canſe to be glad thereat, when he comes to hell. 

The ſlaggard will not plough by reaſon of the cold, Prov. 
XX. 4. That is, he will not break up the fallow ground of ts 
heart becauſe there muſt be ſome pas taken by him that will 
do it. He that is flothful in the things of this world, is lot 
to ſet about the work he ſhould follow—tis willing. to make 
delays— will male any ſmall matter a ſufficient excuſe to keep 
Aim off from plying his work—does hts work by halves —does 
. wſually loſe the ſeaſon, in which things are to be done; and 
THUS it ts alſo with them that are flothful for heaven, they 
maſs the ſeaſons of grace. And therefore they will be chid for 
the ſame. Thou wicked, or flothful ſervant, out of thine 
own mouth will I judge thee : thou ſaidſt, I was thus and thus, 
Luke xix. 22. 23. herefore then giveſt not thou my 
money to the bank, &c. Take the unprofitable ſervant, and 
caſt him into outer darkneſs. Matt. xxv. 26. 90. 

* This extract is publiſhed : 1. To ſhr up lazy and incon 
ſiſtent Arminian profeſſors, who aſſert, that we ſhould work- 
out our ſalvation with diligence ; and yet neglett doing it: 
And 2. To convince of partiality, the contentious Calvin- 

its, who quarrel with their brethren, for preaching con/ifently, 
the very ſame doctrine, which is incogſiſtently maintained 
by their orthodox teachers, among whom pious John Bun- 

83 As What 
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| . 
iat Halt J / Tine runs, and will you be NT 
Your fouls are worth a thouſand worlds and will you be /loth- 
Ful ? The curſe of God hangs over your heads, and will you 


be flothful ? Devils are labortous, and ſeel by all means to ker 
you out of heaven ; and will you be flothful? Would you be 


, willing to be damned for ſlothfulneſs ? Was Chrift ſlothful 


zn the work of your redemption ? 1f all this will not move you, 
1 tell you, God will not be ſlothful to damn you. 

Obj. But I /hould ſet in, and run as you would have me, 
IT muſt run from all my fins, and loſe the love of my friends. 
Anſ. Trus yet if thou doſt not, thou will run into hell-fire, 
and thou art ſure to loſe the love of God, and the benefit of 


| heaven. 


Obj. But ſurely I may begin this time enough a year or to 
hence?) Anl. Haſt thou any leaſe of thy life? Doft thou know 
whether the day of grace will laft a week longer or no? For 
the day of grace is paſt with ſome, before their life is ended; 


and rf it ſhould be ſo with thee, woubu/t not thou Jay, * O 
that I had begun to run before the day 9 


* had been pa 
and the gates of heaven ſhut againſt me But all theſe are 
the words of a flothful Spirit. Ariſe, man, be flothful no lon- 
ger. Set ſoot, and heart, and all into the way of God, and 
Tun. The crown is at the end of the race. There alſo lands 
the loving Fore- runner, Jeſus. O therefore, do not delay, 

tanto practice the words of the men of Dan; Ariſe : for 


but 
e Fee ſeen the land; and behold it is very good: and ate 


ye fill? Do yon forbear running Judg. xvii. 9. 
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A SERMON & 
; So run that ye may obtain, 1 Cor. ix. 24. 20550 


5 | : 
H is that which every one defireth, yet bu 
very few do obtain that glory. Many eminent pro 
feſſors drop ſhort of a welcome Gom God into this pleaſan 
lace : therefore, fit not iN, and wiſh for heaven; but ran 
for it, So run that ye may obtain. As ff the Apoſtle ſhould 
ſay ; Save, Leet they would not loſe their fouls, vega 
to run betimes, apace, with patience, the right way ; do y 
ſo run, Some run from friends and companions, and this 
that they may have the crown, do you: ſo run. Some run 
through good report and evil report, that they may win the 
rl; do you fo run. So run tllat ye may obtain. 
Theſe. words are taken from men's running for a wayer : 
a very apt ſimilitude to ſet before che ſaints; Know ye not 
that they which run in à race, run all, but one obtameth the. 
prize So run that ye may obtain. That is, be ſure you wins 


well as run. , 7 ' 
Ihe doctrine I find in the words of the text is this: Thy 
that will have heaven muſt run for it: I fay, They that 
will have heaven muſt run for it, I beſeech' you to heed' ix 
well. The prize is Heaven, and if you will have it, you 
maſt run for it. You have another ſcripture, Heb, xii. 
Let us lay aſide every weight, and the fin.whach does fo cafily 
be/et us, and tet us run with patience the Yace ſt before uv, 
Again, fays Paul, * run, not as uncertamly, ſo fight I, Oc. 
But obferve, 1. That this running is to be underſtood of 
the ſwifteſt ſort of running called a fleeing 7 that we * 
Fave ſtrong conſolation, w/o have fled for refuge t0 lay hold on 
the hope ſet before us. Heb. vi. It is taken from that of 
Jolb. xx. concerning the man that was to flee from the eity 
of refuge, when the avenger of blood was hard at his heels, 
therefore it is a running for one's life; a running with alt 


+I 
might and main. | A F FEES * 
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* 
. This running is called a pręſing towards the mark ? 


Phil. in. 143. which fignifies that they that will have heaven 
muſt not ſtick at any difficulties, but pres, crowd, and thruſt 
through all that may ſtand between heaven and their ſouls. 


So ran. 7 - % , 

9. This running is called in another place, a continuing 
in the way of life. F you continue in the faith grounded 
and fettled, and be not moved away, Col. i, 23, not toruna 
little now and then, by fits and ſtarts, or half way, or almoſt 
thither ; but to run for my life,, and to continue to the end 
of the race, which muſt be to the end of my life: Firſt, 
Becauſe many run, yea run far too, who yet miſs of the crown 
that ſands at the end of the race. You know that all who 
run in a race, do not win; and ſo it is here, What do you 
think that my profeſſor will have heaven ? What, every 
lazy one, that ſcarce runneth ſo faſt heaven-ward, as a ſnail 
creepeth on the ground ?---2. Becauſe the man that runs, 
af he does not obtain the prize loſes his labour. And, ab, 
how many ſuck runners will there be found at the day of 
judgment! Multitudes come to heaven's gates, and there 
Rand crying, Lord, Lord, when they have nothing but 
rebukes tor their pains: Depart from me. Yau come too 
late. You run too lazily. The door is ſhut. O ſad ſtate 
of thoſe that run and miſs! Therefore, if you will have 
heaven, you muſt run for it. So run that ye may obtain. 
1. Becauſe the way is long: there is much work to do; 
there are many ſleps to be taken by thoſe that intend to be 
ſaved, Out of Egypt thou muſt run a long * * throu 


the vaſt wilderneſs, before thou come to the land of promiſe. 


4. They that go to heaven muſt run for it: becauſe as 
the way is long, ſo time, in which they are to get to the end 
of it, is very uncertain, When death comes, away thou 
muſt go, whether thou art provided or not; and therefore 
look to it: it is not good dallying with the ſalvation or 
damn ation of thy foul, ih . | 
85. They that will have heaven muſt run for it: becauſe 
the devil followeth them. He goeth about ſecking whom he 


may devour and I will aſſure you, the devil is nimble : 


he can run apace : he has overtaken many, turned up their 
heels, and given them an everlaſting fall, Hell alſo has a 


wide mouth: it can ſtretch itſelf farther than you are aware 


of: and as the angel ſaid to Lot, Look not behind thee, neither 
thou in all the plain, leſt thou be conſumed ; ſo ſay 1 


tot ee, Take heed, tarry not, leſt the devil, hell, death, and 
the fearful curſes of the law overtake thee, and throw thee 


down 


( 7.) 
down in the midſt. of thy ſins, ſo as never to riſe again. 
If this were well conſidered, then thou, as well as I, wouldſt 
fay, They that will have heaven, muſt run for it. 

6. They muſt run for it, becauſe, perchance, the gates of 
heaven may be ſhut R I ſhut and no man can open, 
ſays Chriſt. If thou ſhouldſt come but one quarter of an 
hour two late, I tell thee, it will coſt thee an eternity to 
bewail thy miſery in. Francis Spira can tell thee, what it 
is to ſtay till the gates of mercy is quite ſhut ; or to run fo 
1] lazily, that they, be ſhut before thou get within them. 

q What, to be ſhut out! What out of heaven! Sinner, rather 
than 405 it, run for it. | | 
Lally, So run that thou mayeſt obtain becauſe, if thou loſe, 
thou loleſt ſoul, Chriſt, heaven, &c, Beſides, thou layeſt 
thyſelf open to the ſhame and reproach, that God, Chriſt, 
ſaints, &c. can Jay upon thee. All that go by will begin to 


mock at thee, ſaying, This man began to run well, but was 
ot able to finiſh. | 


gy „ DIRECETLINET 
1. If thou wouldeſt /o run, ſo as to obtain the kingdom of 


| heaven, get into the way. 5 not ſimply the runner, nor 
| yet the haſty runner, that winneth the crown, unleſs he be 
an the way, that leads thereto. There is a great running to 
| and fro, and yet every one is for his life, his ſoul. If you 
7 hn ſay, Which i the way ? gelug ſays, I am the way, Sc. 
So then thy buſineſs is, (if thou wouldſt have falvation) to 
fee if thou art planted in him, haſt faith in him, ſo as to make 
a life out of him, and to conform thee to him. For the 
> Lord's ſake, take heed, Do not think, thou art in the' w 
; upon too ſlight grounds : for if thou miſs the way, thou wilt 
miſs the prize, and loſe thy foul. Miſtruſt thy own ſtrength : 
- down on thy knees in prayer to the Lord, for the ſpirit of 
truth : ſearch 3 for direction; flee ſeducers: keep 
company with tbe chriſtians, that have moſt experience of 
Chriſt: ken a care of relying on outward obedience, 

D1s, II. Be much in 3 the way; what Chriſt is: 
What he has done; why he has done what is done; and 
what he has done in heaven. Be thinking alſo of thoſe places 
to which thou muſt not come near. Avoid ſuch things as 
are expreſsly forbidden in the word of God. Withdraw 

. thy foot from her, for her fleps take hold of hell, Prov. v. 
And ſo of every thing that is in the way. run. 

Dis, III. rip thyſelf of thoſe things, that may hinder 
he in the way to heayen; as covetouſueſs, pride, luſt, or 

whatever elſe thy heart may be inclined unto, which may 


hinder 


— — — — — ä; 


K | 


hinder thee in this heavenly race. Men that. run for a wager, 
do not eucumber themſelves. Every man that firiveth for 
1 is temperate tn ail things. It is but a vain th 
talk o going to heaven, if thou let thy heart be enc 
red wich thoſe things that would h inder. 
DA. IV. Beware of by-paths : take heed of crooked 


pan that lead to damnation. Some of them are dangers 
ecaufe' of practice, foine hecauſę of ' opinion. But Took 
tight before ther; poniter the path of thy feet; turn not to 
the right hand, Tor to tie left; remove thy feet far from 
ev. This counſel not ney Porch is the' feaſon of thut 
reeling this way, and that way, and ſo miſſing the way to the 
kingdom. The way to heaven is hard to he found, and 
as Hard to be kept in. Yet as the hatlot's houſe at Jericho 
was known by one fcarlet thread, ſo the ſtreams of Chriſt's 
blidod run throughout the way to heaven: mind that: have 
boldneſs to enter tmto the hobeft, by the blood of Fefus. 
Dt. V. Do not look too high. If thou be prying over- 
much into God's lecret decrees, thou mayeſt ſtumble and fall, 
as many hundreds have done, N 

Di. VI. Have not an ear open to every one chat calleth 
after you. If men run for ſome great matter, they ſay, 


I am running for a wager if I win, J am made: if I 1 3 | 
an 


Lam undone: hinder me not. Thus ſhouldſt thou do, 
thou haſt more cauſe that they: for as much as they run hut 
for things that laſt not; but thou, for an incorruptible glory. 
T give thee. notice of this, knowing that thou ſhalt have- 
enoughto call after thee, even the „ rofits, 
cafe, pride, &c. one crying, Stay for me; the other loving: | 
Do not leave me; and a third, Take me along with you. 
Let not thine ear be opened for ſuch fri-ſouls. You: know 
Wat it cot the young man, that was inticed by a harlot, 
Prov. vo. __ ſtrong men have been ſlain, that is, kept 
out of heaven by her. Soul, take this counſel and ay, 
Satan, fin, pleaſure, profit. &c, let me alone: ſtand off: 
come not nigh me: for I am running for heaven, for my 
ſoul, for Gog, for Chriſt ; from Hell and evertaſing dam- 
nation. If I win, I Win all; and if I loſe, I loſe all: let 
me alone. So run. * 
Dix. VII. Be not daunted, though thou meeteſt with 
ever ſo many diſcburagements in thy journey. Encourage 
thy ſelk wich the tender-Heartednefs of Chriſt,” the merits of 
dis blood, the freeneſs of his invitations to come in. If theſe” 
be not thy meditatrons, thou wilt draw very heavily, if thou 
do not give up all for loft, and ſo knock off from following 
dt a e 590.5 0+: in, Vs 


4 


[4 » 


„ 


Dix. VIII. Take heed of being offended at the eroſs, that 
thou, muſt go by. If thou art in the way to the kingdom, 
my ſoul for thine, thou wilt come at the croſs ſhortly. The 
Lord grant that thou doſt not ſhrink at it, fo as to turn thee 
back again. The croſs ſtands as the way-mark to heaven, thou 
muſt, go cloſe by it: nay, thou muſt take it up, or elſe thou 
wilt quickly go ont of the way that leads to heaven, and 
turn aſide to ſome of thoſe cr ooked Janes, that lead down to 
the chanibers of death. 

The croſs is known, 1. in the doctrine of Juſtification. 
It ſtretches every vein in a man's heart, to be willing, in the 
very midſt of the ſenſe of his fins, to throw himſelf wholty 
2 the righteouſneſs of another, 2. In the doctrine of 

ortification. Is it nothing for a man to lay hands on his 
darling fins, that flick as cloſe to bim as the fe does to the 
Ay, If this were an uneaſy matter, what need of all theſe 
prayers, ſighs, watchings? Nay, do you not ſee that fome 
men, before they will ſet about this work, will even venture 
the loſs of heaven, Chrift andall? I aſſure you to cut off 
right hands, and pluck out right eyes, is no pleaſure to the 
fleſh. 3. In the doctrine of Perſeverance, It is no great 
matter to begin to look for heaven, to begin to ſeek the 
Lord, to begin to ſhun fin ; but it is a very great matter to 
continue with God's approbation. My ſervant Caleb, fays 
God, has followed me, he has continually followed me 

Fly: he Jrallpuſefs the land. Num. xiv. 24. Almoſt all 
the many thouſands of the children of” [/7ael, fell ſhort of 
the r when they walked from Egypt towards the 
land of Canaan. Indeed they went to the work at firſt 
pietty willingly, but they were quickly out of breath. It is 
an eaſy matter for a man to run a mile or two. O but to 
hold out for a thouſand miles! he that does this, muſt look 
to meet with the cro/s. Perſeyerance is a. very great part of 
the croſs. I could point out many, that after they have 
followed the ways of God three or four years, have been 
beat out of the wind, have taken up their lodgings and teſt, 
before they have got half way to heaven; Foiks m this, 
and ſome in that fin; have ſecretly, nay, ſometimes W 
ſaid, The way is too ſtrait, the race too long, the religion 
too holy, I can go no farther. It is the croſs, which keeps 


. thoſe who are kept from heaven. It is. that which fpoileth © | 


all, Some when they come to the croſs, can go no further. 
Others ſlumble at it and break their necks. Others turn 
aſide to the left hand or to the right, and ſo think to get to 
heaven another way. Therefore if thou meet 'the croſs in 


1 & 


ö 


— 
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journey, in what manner ſoever it be, take courage; 
* that by the croſs is the way to the kingdom. 

Dix. 1X. Beg of God, that he would enlighten thine 
underſtanding, and eoflame thy. will. When men come to 
ſee what a heaven there is to be enjoyed; it will make them 
run through thick and thin. When a man's wilt is fully 
ſet to do a thing, it muſt be a very hard matter that ſhall 
hinder that man from bringing about this end. You eſe 
willed people, no body knows what to do with you. e 
ſay, He ai, have his own will, do he we can, A man 
chat is refolved ſays, I will da my beſt to advantage myſelf; 
I will do my worlt | | 
I will loſe my life. Though he kill me, yet wil! I traſt in 
him. I mill not let thee go, except thou bleſs me. I will 
I will, I will, O this bleſſed inflamed will for heaven! 
What is Rke it? I tell you the wil is all! That is one of 
the chiefeſt things, which turns the wheel either backwards 
or forwards ; and God knoweth that full well, and ſo does 
the devil, and therefore they both endeavour very much to 
fireogthen the will of their ſervants. God is making of 
tus a willing people to ſerve him : and the devil does what 
he can to poſleſs the will of thoſe that are his, with the love 
of fin : and therefore when Chriſt comes cloſe to the matter, 


he ſays, Yau W1Ltl NOT come to me. How often would F 
late gathered you, as à hen doth her chickens, but ye — 4 : 


NOT. O therefore ery hard to God, to inflame thy will 


heaven and Chriſt. Get thy will tipt with heavenly grace, 
and reſolution againſt all diſcouragements, and thou Seel fu . 
ſpeed to heaven. But if thou falter in thy will, thou wilt 
halting all the way, and alſo to be ſure, ou wilt Tall | 


Al 


The Lord give thee a will and courage! 
Before I take my leave of thee, let me give thee s few 


MQT1VE&s along with thee. It may be they wil be as good 


as a pair of ſpurs, to prick on thy lumpiſh heart in this rich 


er 1. If thou winneſt, then heaven, yea life eternal 
is thine; and if thou loſeſt, then thy loſs is heaven: beſides, 
n procureſt eternal death, with the everlaſting damnation 
of thy own ſoul... 2. Death and damnation follow after thee 
ag hard ag they can. drive, and therefore, for the Lord's ſake 
make haſte. g. If they ſeize upon thee before thou get to 
eĩty of K. 


the they will put an everlaſting ſtop to thy 
journey. This alſo — Run for it. th - 


atesy with Chriſt's arms, are wide open to receive thee. 


. Keep thine eye upon the prize. 
5 P | ye upon | hin 


to hinder my enemies; 1 wil have it, or 


ow heaven's _ 


is conſideration ſbould make thee reach out, and th 17 4 
ure that 


oo 


hine eyes be continua!ly upon the profit thou art like to get. 
cþb< reaſon why men faint in their race to heaven, hetfe 


. ielly in eicher of theſe two things: Firſt, they do not 
ouſly conſider the worth of the prize; they muſt loſe 
eaven for want of conſidering the worth of it. That thou 
Tayeſt not do the like, keep thy eye much upon the com- 
fort that is to be had there by thoſe that win the prize. This 
Wade the Apoſile run through any thing, perils by ſea, and 
enls by laud, &c. It made allo others endure to be ſtoned, 
wn aſunder, thrown to the wild beaſts, Secondly, do not 
y in thy heart, This is too good for me; for I tell thee, 
heaven is prepared for all who will accept of it; therefore 
take heart and run, man. 6, Think much of them that are 
e before. When my baſe heart has been inclining to 
ter in my way towards hea ven, the very confideration of 
the glorious ſaints. and angels in heaven, what they enjoy, 
how they would befool me if they knew that my heart was 
drawing back, has cauſed me to ruſh forware, and ſay to my 
ſoul : Come, ſoul, let us ſee what this beaven is; let us even 
venture Tor it, and try if that will quit our coſt. O there- 
fore, throw away finking luſts, follow after righteouſneſs, 
love the Lord Jeſus : 1 warrant, thee, be will give thee. 
a godly recompence. 7. Set to wo k and when thou haſt 
un 25 yo down-right weary, the Lo'd Jeſus will take thee 
up and carry thee. Is not this enough  o make any poor ſoul 
to begin his race? Fathers encourage their children, ſay, 
Run, ſweet babe, until thou art weary, and then I will carry 


thee. | Chriſt will gather the lambs with his arm, and carry 


them in his boſom. When thou art weary thou ſhalt ride. 
Or elſe he will convey new ſtrength into thy foul, which 


will be as well. The young men /hall utterly fail, 


but t 
that wait upon the Lord ſhall. renew their ſhrength, Iſa. T 
30, 31. g8. The devil will loſe no time, ſpare no pains, 
neither will his ſervants, to {eek the deſtruttion of them- 
ſelves and others: and ſhall not we be as induſtrious for our 
own ſalvation? Shall the world venture he damnation of 
their fouls, for a- corruptible crown; a ad ſhall not we 
venture the loſs of a few trifles, for an eternal crown? Shall 
they venture the loſs of eternal friends, as God to love, 
Chriſt to redeem, the holy Spirit to comfort, heaven for an 
habitation, ſaints and angels for their company“ and all this 
to hold communion with fin, and a few drunken, lying, 
covetous Wretches like cheruſelves? And ſhall not we labour 
as hard, run as faſt, ſeek 2s diligently, nay, a hundred times 
by for the company of thoſe glorious and 


more diligent t 
ternal fri ends? Shall it be ſaid at the laſt day, That wicked 
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men made more haſte to hell, then thou did to heaven? 
O ran with all might and main. | 


Now I come to make ſome uſe and application of what 
has been ſaid. You ſee, that he that will go to heaven, 
muſt run for it; yea, and fo run as I have ſaid. Well 
then, do thou / run. And now let us examine a little. 
Art thou got into the right way? Art thou in Chriſt? 
Search: when was thou turned out of thy ſins, into Chriſt ? 
Doſt thou ſee thyſelf in him? Is he more precious to thee 
than all the world ? Is thy mind always muſing on him ? 
Doſt thou love to be talking of bim ? and walking with him ? 
Doſt thou count all things lifeleſs, empty, vain, without 
communion with him ? Does his company ſweeten, and his 
abſence embitter all things? Soul, be ſerious; and do not 
take things of ſuch weighty concern, as the ſalvation or 
damnation of thy ſoul, without good ground, 

1. Art thou unladen of pride, pleaſures, profits, luſts ? 
What ! Doſt thou think to run faſt enough, with thy fins 
and luſts in thy heart? I tell thee, Soul, they that have laid 

Il aſide, every weight, every fin, and are got into the nim- 
bleſt poſture, find work enough ſo to run as to hold out. 
Art thou therefore unladen of theſe things? Never talk of 
going to heaven if thou art not. It is to be feared, thou wilt 


found among thoſe many that wil! ſeek to enter in, and ſhall 


not be able. | 
2. If ſo, what will become of them, that are grown weary 


before they have got half way? Why, man, it is he that 


holdeth out to the end, that ſhall be ſaved: it is he that 
overcometh, that ſhall inherit all things: it is not every one 
that begins. Agrippa ſtept fair enough, but he Rept ſhort. 
Methinks I have ſeen how theſe poor wretches, that get 
but almoſt to heaven, ſhall cry out in hell, ſaying, I was 
almoſt a chriſtian, I was almoſt got into the kingdom, almoſt 
out of my fins, almoſt from under the curſe'of God; almoſt, 
but not altogether. O that I ſhould be almoſt at heaven, 
and ſhould not go quite through | | 

g. What will become of them that ſome time ſince were 
running poſt-haſte to heaven, but now are running as faſt 
back again? Do you think thoſe will ever come thither ? 
What! To turn back again to fin, to the world, to the luſt 
"of the fleſh, to the devil! It had been better for them not 10 
have known the way of righteouſneſs, than after they have 
Anown it, to turn fron the holy commandment. Thoſe men 
or profeſling to all the world, that fin is 
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good as Hay, I have tried Chriſt, and 1 have tried fin, and I 
do not find ſo much profit in Chriſtas in fin. O ſad! What 
a doom 52 a0. + Yo were ry 2 5 $3, and the v 
run back again. 17 any draw back, ſays Chriſt, mty /out 
ſhall have ne 74 in him Again, No n 2% Jo 
lis hand to the plough, that is, ſet forward in the ways of God, 
and looking back, turning back again, is fit for the kingdom of 
heaven ; and if not fit for the kingdom of heaven, 9 
certain, he muſt needs be fit for the fire of hell; and there - 
fore, thoſe that bring forth theſe apoſtatizing fruits, as briers 
and thorns, are rejetted, being nigh unto curfing, whoſe end 
3s to be burned, If they hall not eſcape, that negle, how 
{hall they eſcape that rejett, and. turn their back upon, /@ 
eat ſalvatien ? And if the righteous, that is, the at run 
757 it, will find work enough to get to heaven; then where 
will the ungodly, backfliding ſinner appear? O if Judas 
the traitor, or Francis Spire the backſlider, were but now 
alive to tell theſe men, ſurely it would ſtick by them, _ 
4. He that backllides, and he that fits ſtill in fn, are both 
of one mind; the one will not ſtir becauſe he loyes his fins: 
the other runs back again, becaule he loves the things of this- 
world. Is it not the ſame thing? Shall not the ſame hell. 
hold them hereafter ? ig $64 « 15d wat x | ET a2 4 
6 They that will bave beaven'mut run for it. Thiscalls- 
aloud to thoſe, that began but awhile, fince to run, to mend 
their pace, if they intend to win. They, who come hinder-- 
moſt, had need to run faſteſt. There are thoſe that have 
run ten yeats to thy one, aud yet will ay, they doubt they 
ſhall come late enough, How then will itbe with thee ? 
Look to it therefore; part ſpeedily with all that is an hin- 
2 thee in thy journey, Ja run that thou mayeſt 
lain. 12 nne 1 
6. You that are old profeſlors, take heed that the young 
Ariplings*of Jeſus, that began to ſlrip, but the othet day, 
do rot out-run you, ſo as to have that cripture fulfilled on 
gu 1, The pork fait be belle ne ihe left firſt. You that are 
bindmoſl trive to out-run them that are befofe you: and 
you that are foremoſt, hold your ground: chat is the right 
running, for one, t { ive to out- run another. 2 ; ; 
7. How unlikely are they to win, that think it is enough 
to keep company, with the hindmolt : if there be not any 
lazy, ſlothful, half-hearted profeſſors in the country, they 
will be ſure to take example by them, not conſidering that 
the hindmoſt loſe the prize. It coſt the fooliſh virgins dear 
for, coming too late, 7. by tht were ready went in with 


: 


. 


him, and the door was hut. Afterwards mark! Afterwards 
came the poor virgins, faying, Lord, Lord, open to us; but 


he anſwered, „ 4 I know you not. Depart, lazy pro- 
e 


feſſors, cold profeſſers, ſlothful profeſſors. O! methinks the 
word of God is ſo plain for the overthrow of you lazy pro- 
feſſors, that it is to be wondered men do take no more notice 
of it, How was Lot's wife ſerved for running lazily, and 
for giving but one look behind her? It turned her into 
2 pillar of ſalt. It made Judas bang himſelf! yea, it will 
make thee curſe the day on which thou waſt born, if thou 
miſs the kingdom, as thou wilt certainly do, if this be thy 
courſe, | 

8. How if thou, by thy lazy running, ſhouldſt not only 
deſtroy thyſelf, but be the cauſe of the damnation of ſome 
others. He is a profeſſor, ſay they, and yet he ſeeks plea- 
fures, profits, &c. and profeſſes he is going to heaven; yea, 
he ſays alfo, he does not fear but he ſhall have entertainment; 
Jet us therefore keep pace with him we ſhall fare no worſe 
than he, Look to it, thou wilt have ſtrength little enough, 
to give account of the loſs of thy own eu: thou needeſt 
not have to give an account, why. thou didſt ſtop others 
from entering in. How wilt thou anſwer that, You would 
not enter in yourſelves; and them that would, you hin- 
dered ? For that ſaying will be eminently fulfilled on 
them, that through their own idleneſs do keep themſelves 
out of heaven, and by giving others the ſame example 
kinder them alfo. 

9+ I beſeech you, in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that none of you do run ſo laxily in the way to heaven, as 
to hinder either yourſelves or others. If a man ſhould ven- 
ture, when he is running for his life, to ſtep aſide out of his 
| wy to pick up a ſtraw, thou wouldſt condemn him: and 
doſt thou not condemn thyſelf, that doſt worſe, that loitereſt 
in thy race ; notwithſtanding thy ſoul, heaven, glory, and 
all is at ſtake? Have a care, have a care, poor wretched 
Goner, have a care, Look wnto J eſus who is not only the au- 
thor and finiſher of faith, but who" did for the joy that was 
et before him, endure the croſs, 75526 the ame, and is now 
ſet down at the Tight hand of God, Heb. xii. 2. 

Now, that you may be provoked to run with the foremoſt; 
take notice of this. It is Ed that Lot's wife, looking back 
from hehind him became a pillar of ſalt ; and yet we do not 
read, that he did ſo much as once look what was become of 
her: his heart was indeed upon his journey, as well it. 
might: there was the mountain before him: and the =» 
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and brimſtone behind him: his life lay at ſtake, and he had 
loſt it, if he had but looked behind him. Do thou ſo run. 
In thy race, remember Lot's wife and her doom : remember 
for what that doom did overtake her: remember that God 
made her an example for all lazy runners to the end of the 
world; and take Iced thou fall not after the ſame example. 
If this will not provoke thee, conſider, 1. Thy ſoul is 
either to be ſaved, or loſt: thou ſhalt not loſe my ſoul by 
thy lazineſs: it is thy own ſoul. What ſhall it profit a man, 
if he ſhould gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? 2. 
f thou loſe thy ſoul, it is thou alſo that muſt bear the blame. 
3. If thou wilt not run, the people of God are reſolved to 
leave thee behind. It may be, thou haſt a father, brother, 
&c. going poſt haſte to heaven ; wouldſt thou be willing to. 
be left behind them Well then, finner, wilt thou run ? 
Art thou reſolved to ſtrip, or art thou not? Then quickly 
man; delay not in this matter. Confer not with fleſh and 
blood. Look up to heaven, and ſee how thou likeſt it; alſo 


to hell, of which thou mayeſt underſtand ſomething in m 


book called, THE GROANS OF A DAMNED $OUL., If 
thou doſt not know the way, enquire at the word of God. 
If thou wanteſt company, cry for God's Spirit, If thou 
wanteſt encouragement, entertain the promzſes. But be lure, 


thou begin betimes, get into the way, run apace, and hold 


out to the end. An 


the Lord give thee a proſperous jour» 
ney. Fare wel. 


on, 


# I ' N I'S » 


